
THE NEXT HPCC MEETING IS 7:30 P.M., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2005, AT ST. ANDREWS

Hello All
Bob Staresinic

Well, I got my wish for snow.  It just snowed this past weekend,
and I spent a little time shoveling (so I am late writing this!).  My
back is feeling it, but I am OK as long as I walk funny.

Timothy Snyder presented a very interesting discussion about the
Parental Stress Center at the January meeting.  I had no idea how
many different programs they have and how much they are doing
in our neighborhoods.  If you want to find out what they are doing,
visit them at www.pscfamily.net.

The February meeting is going to include a presentation about what
is going on in the Park, including the entry fountain and garden,
Heth's Run, and the reservoir.  Come on out and find out what is in
store for the coming year.

I have been meeting with the Board, Committee chairs and other
interested individuals to discuss what is going on with the Club and
how we can increase the impact that the Club has on the East End.
We are discussing how to make the board more effective, activities
and areas to focus our energies on, and how to get more folks
involved in the neighborhood.  If you have any suggestions or ideas,
please let me know.

I look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood.
 
Bob Staresinic
bob.63@netzero.net
412-441-8972

****

Party Time!!
Kelly Vitti

The annual Holiday Party is to be in the home of Kelly and
David Meade, at 1217 Heberton St. Saturday February 12,
7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  Everyone is asked to bring an hors
d�oeurvre or desert to share.  Call Kelly at (412) 362-0331 or
email her at kellym420@aol.com to RSVP.

There will be babysitting available at St. Andrews Church in the
preschool room in the basement during the hours of the party.
There is no fee for babysitting but tips are encouraged.  Call
Kelly Vitti at 361-7669 to reserve a spot. 

HPCC members can look for their invitation in the mail.
****

February Program
Park Projects
Phil Gruszka, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
 
Representatives from the City of Pittsburgh Planning and Public
Works  Departments, the Mayor's Office, The Pittsburgh Sewer
and Water Authority, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, and
the neighborhood will be attending the February Highland Park
Community Club meeting to discuss all of the projects  that are
planned or underway in Highland Park. Various representatives
will  update the attendees on the Babbling Brook project, the
Upper Reservoir Promenade project planning, the Welcome
Entry Fountain and Garden project,  Reservoir slopes, and
Heth's Run planning. Please plan to attend this  meeting to hear
how this team is making great strides toward the restoration  of
Highland Park. This is a great opportunity to comment on this
work and  ask questions.       

****
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H. P. C. C.
Officers, Directors & Committees

President: Bob Staresinic (441-8972)
President Elect:  ----

Comm. Dev. V.P.: Mitch Kates (661-4995)
Treasurer: Kelly Vitti (361-7669)

Secretary:------
Past President: Lisa Williams (665-3933)

Directors
David Delong 303-0747 (05)
Lisa Solomon 661-0126 (05)
Peter Hughes 363-4603 (05)
Ollie Rieley 661-1205 (05)

Bruce Robison 361-4892 (05)
Brian Byers 661-2614 (06)
John Ciroli 665-0513 (06)

Marie Jackson 441-2450 (06)
Amy Maceyko 441-9130 (06)
Andrea Mudd 361-4574 (06)
Mike Nadler 363-6869 (07)
Kate Carrigan 441-0722 (07)
Bob Arnold 362-8746(07)

Jennifer Thoma 661-9935 (07)
(07)

Committees
Beautification:----

Block Watch: Jan Stayianos 363-8208
Children: Rachel Matos 361 3802

Commercial District: Muzz Meyers 661-2315
Day Camp: Janice Burgett 361-2195

Education: Kevin Bivins
Hospitality: ----

House Tour: Dana Thomas 720-0907, Angie Walker 362-2899
Membership: Kelly Meade 362-0331

Newsletter: Ollie Rieley 661-1205
Program: Bruce Robison 361-4892

Public Safety: John Ciroli 665-0513
Recreation: Charlie Peterson 441-2766

Reservoir Covers: Dave Hance 361-4935
Restoration: Dave Hance 361-4935

Super Playground: Kate Zober 661-9312
Yard Sale: Judy Wolfe 441-7830

Welcoming: Bob Staresinic 441-8972
Zoning: Dell Ziegler 363-0742

C. O. P. 665-3644 - Zone 5 665-3605
HPCDC/HPCC Web: www.highlandparkpa.com
Phone Numbers Area Code 412 unless Noted

The Junior League of Pittsburgh, Inc. Announces 

The 2005 Designers� Show House to
Be in Highland Park

The Junior League of Pittsburgh will host the 17th Designers�
Show House at 820 North Highland Avenue in the Highland
Park neighborhood. Showcasing the decorating talents of more
than 15 area designers, the house will open for public viewing
from Saturday, April 23, 2005 through Sunday, May 15, 2005.

The site of this event is a gracious three-story Italian
Renaissance style mansion built between 1908 and early 1910
to the designs of prominent Pittsburgh architect Paul Irwin.
The house was built for Henry S. Stewart, an oil producer, and
his wife, Agnes Stewart.  Located as it is among the trees and
fine lawns of the vicinity, it commands a superb view of the
avenue leading to the entrance of Highland Park.  The current
owners, Scott and Diane Dietrich, have graciously opened their
home to the Junior League of Pittsburgh for the 2005
Designers� Show House.

****

Chocolate Tasting Hike
Saturday March 26

There will be a chocolate tasting hike in the park on Saturday
March 26 from 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.  After an �easy� 2-3
mile walk, participants will test delicacies provided by The
Chocolate Moose at a leader�s home.  More details in the next
issue.

****

Tuesday Musical Club Program
Ollie Rieley

The Tuesday Musical Club will present its monthly program at
St. Andrew�s on Tuesday, February 8 at 12:30 P.M.  The
program will be followed by a reception.  (Ed. Note: My
favorite pianist, Betty Jo Rieley, is performing  Beethoven�s
Piano Sonata, Opus 109  There will be several other performers.)
 The program and reception are free and open to the public.  

****
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St. Andrew�s Church
5801 Hampton Street * Highland Park

Sunday Morning Services - February
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion in the Chapel

11:00 a.m.  Choral Morning Worship
Church School at 9:45 a.m.

Nursery School at 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Holy Communion 10:30 a.m.

Visit our Homepage:
www.forministry.com/15206saec

ACE LOCK
                           The Security People 

Serving our community for over 20 years

Complete lock service Safes
All types of keys made Access Control Systems
Foreign & Domestic Auto Alarms, Intercoms,CCTV

Visit Our Showroom for 2 free keys (up to $10)
5964 Baum Boulevard www.acelockinc.com

   412-363-3328 - call for a free home lock evaluation

State Representative Joe Preston urges
caution when making charitable donations
Legislator offers guidelines for making contributions in light of
tsunami clean-up efforts 

State Rep. Joe Preston, D-Allegheny, today is urging consumers
to use caution when making charitable donations to help those
affected by December�s Asian tsunamis. 

The race to provide relief to victims of these tsunamis has gone
global and millions of people are doing everything they can to
help, Preston said. �People are donating time, money and other
resources to assist in this massive clean-up effort, but its
important to look before you leap when making cash
contributions.� 

Preston, Democratic chairman of the House Consumer Affairs
Committee, said to keep the following guidelines in mind when
making a donation:  

� Obtain and review information about the charity of your choice
and learn about where your contribution will go.

� Know your charity � disreputable charities often use a name,
symbol or logo associated with a respected charity to scam
donors. 

� Do not agree to telephone-solicited donations. Legitimate
charities will not demand that you commit to a contribution
over the phone. 

� Demand identification from door-to-door solicitors and collect
information on the charity they are promoting. 

� Pay by check when contributing. Obtain the charity�s address
and make all checks out to the charity and not the individual or
company collecting the donations. 

"Donating to charity is always a gratifying experience and in light
of December�s disaster, no one deserves to feel cheated,� he said.
"All I ask is that consumers do a little research to make sure their
contributions are going to those devastated by last week�s tsunamis
and to also protect themselves.�

A list of reputable charities can be obtained by visiting
www.cnn.com and then clicking on the �World� and �Where to

donate� links. Preston said consumers should consider calling
the Bureau of Charitable Organizations at 1-800-732-0999
before making contributions. 

****

Water Aerobics 
Sue Terpack

Where:  Reizenstein Middle School
When:  Monday and Wednesday, 6:00 P.M., Feb. 2 to May 25,
2005
Cost:  $45.00

This is an informal class.  Come 1 or 2 nights, whichever fits
your 
schedule.  For any questions contact Sue Terpack,  412 441-
7342  or sue@combustioninstitute.org 

Hope to see some of you there.
****
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Highlights of January 20 Meeting
Bob Staresinic & Ollie Rieley

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm.  Bob Staresinic
promised to get the meetings started on time in the future.

Treasurer: There was no Treasurer's Report this month.

President: Bob said Senator Jim Ferlo and Representative Joe
Preston Jr. both assisted with DCED funding applications for
the Club for 2005.  This funding will help the Club to put the
Reservoir of Jazz and the Community Festival on this Summer,
in addition to funding some other smaller activities.  

Zoning: Dell Zeigler, Zoning Committee Chair, reported on a
zoning hearing held for the property at the corner of Wellesley
and Highland Avenues.  The owner is proposing to build two
single-family units in the back yard, one of which will replace
the existing carriage house.  This will increase the number of
units on the lot to 11.  This does not meet with the density
requirements of the lot and a variance is required.  Surrounding
neighbors have met with the owner and there will be a further
hearing at the Zoning Board to determine if the variance is
approved.  The neighbors and the HPCC are opposed to the
increase in density.

Program:  Timothy Snyder from the Parental Stress Center
spoke and introduced their programs.  The Parental Stress
Center strives to prevent child abuse and neglect by providing
parental education, counseling and intensive family support
services including many programs for children. They need
volunteers to help out especially with older children.  They also
accept donations of household goods which they then supply to
needy clients. In particular they are looking for large furniture
items and things for older children.  This year they will
celebrate their 30th anniversary.  Visit their web site at
www.pscfamily.net for more information.

Block Watch:  Jan Stayianos, Block Watch Committee Chair
reported on the crime statistics in the neighborhood.  The
police report a 70-80% solve rate.  This is due to citizens
reporting when they see suspicious activity, either thru calling
911 or filling out Silent Complaint forms.  Continue to report
all suspicious activity;  Silent Complaint forms are available
from Jan or the Zone 5 Station House if anyone needs them.

Board of Education:  Patrick Dowd spoke about the current
situation at the Board of Education, including discussions about
Superintendent Thompson and the achievement levels of the
students.

PARTY:  The HPCC will be having a "Holiday" party in
February.  Look for details on page 1 of this newsletter.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
****

THE WAY WE WERE�
SOME OF OUR FOLK

Pat Miller

Let�s talk about some East Liberty/Highland Park people who
were important to our history.  There was George Croghan
who was one of the greatest of the Pennsylvania traders.  By
1760 he was trading with as many as 1,000 Indians in western
Pennsylvania.  Although he started as a trader, he ended up
owning a great deal of land in the East End.

Croghan doesn�t have any streets named after him nor does
another important early farmer/settler, Caspard Taub. In 1762
Col. Bouquet (a familiar Pittsburgh name) asked Taub to grow
food to feed Fort Pitt soldiers in exchange for which he would
be given land.  He did and ended up being a major landowner
in our area. The East Liberty Presbyterian Church at Penn and
Highland is built on part of what was once his land.

Although Taub�s name doesn�t survive, his heirs� names do. His
daughter Elizabeth married John Winebiddle, whose father had
come here from Germany in 1771 and bought 550 acres of land
in what is now Lawrenceville.  The Winebiddle family had
gotten some of its land from George Croghan and Jacob Roup.
Taub�s granddaughter, Catherine Winebiddle, married Jacob
Roup�s son John. Another granddaughter, Barbara Winebiddle,
married Jacob Negley, Alexander�s son.  You remember
Alexander�those 1778 signs.  Alexander died in 1809 and
shortly after his death their house burned down so his widow,
Mary Ann, built what we now call �the farmhouse� (near
Heberton and Grafton) where she lived until her death in 1829.

In 1795 when Barbara Winebiddle married Jacob Negley, the
newlyweds� joint land holdings totaled 200 acres�almost all of
the 11th Ward.  Jacob was a farmer, surveyor, and engineer and
in 1819 he laid out the town which he named East Liberty.  Its
center was at Penn and Frankstown.  In 1808 he built a large
home at the northeast corner of Stanton and Negley.  North
Negley Ave. was planned as the entrance to his home from
Penn Ave.  That house was torn down in 1903. 

In 1848 Jacob�s daughter Sarah Jane married a young man
named Thomas Mellon who had come from Ireland in 1818 at
the age of five and settled in Greensburg.  It can be said that
young Thomas �married well� since at that point Sarah�s family
controlled 3,300 acres in East Liberty/Highland Park!  Thomas
went on to fame and fortune in his own right as a lawyer and
judge and his son Andrew went on to become treasury secretary
under four presidents.  In 1850 Sarah and Thomas built a brick
mansion at 401 North Negley.  It was torn down in 1950.

A Negley descendant served four terms in Congress, but of all
those early East Liberty families the most prominent today is
Mellon. If you look in today�s telephone book, you will find a
few Negleys and Roups, no Winebiddles, but many Mellons.
The Mellons have made substantial gifts to Pittsburgh over the
years but perhaps particularly important to us is the East
Liberty Presbyterian Church which the Mellon family built at
a cost of $4 million and donated to our community in 1935.

****
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Lisa Solomon
Associate Broker, GRI

�I Get Homes Sold�
25 years in sales

Howard Hanna
Real Estate Services
Shadyside Office
5501 Baum Blvd.
Pittsburgh PA 15222
Bus: 412-361-4000 Ext. 212
Res: 412-661-0126
Fax: 412-361-5948
Email: lsolomon@howardhanna.com
www.howardhanna.com

Around St. Andrew's
Bruce Robison

Mardi Gras and Shrove Tuesday in Highland Park, on Tuesday,
February 8, and that can mean only one thing: PANCAKES!
All the parish and neighborhood are invited, with the
traditional feast served in the Parish Hall between 5:30 and
6:45 p.m., and with fun and games and the traditional
crowning of the King and Queen of Mardi Gras.  Dinner by
free-will contribution.

Ash Wednesday services, Holy Communion and the Imposition
of Ashes, as we begin the season of Lent, are February 9th, 7:10
a.m., 12 noon, and 8 p.m. (with choir).

Other events of interest during the month include Choral
Evensong and Recital on Thursday, February 3, at 8 p.m., with
recital by Anthony Rollett, Organist.

"Cinema St. Andrew" Movie Night is Saturday, February 12,
7:00 p.m., with the 1949 classic, "All the King's Men."  Bring a
snack to share.

St. Andrew's, on the corner of Hampton Street and North
Euclid Avenue for nearly a century, always seeks to be of
service to the people of this neighborhood and community.  If
there is a pastoral need we can help you with--a baby to be
baptized, a wedding to celebrate, support for a family at the
time of the death of a loved one--or if you simply would like to
arrange to use the hall for a family event, or to borrow a table
and some chairs, please feel free and invited to call us.  St.
Andrew's Office is open Tuesday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 12 noon, 1
p.m. - 3 p.m., and our phone number is (412) 661-1245.

****
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Meet The Eastside Neighborhood
Employment Center
Shari Paglia

Your East End neighbors need your support.  Too many of our
City�s residents are unemployed.  High unemployment leads to
increases in crime.  With your help, we can put our citizens to
work and keep our East End neighborhoods safe.

Here at the Eastside Neighborhood Employment Center
(ENEC), we work hard to improve economic and social
conditions for Allegheny County residents.  We provide
workforce development, job readiness training, career
counseling and job placements to over 1,000 Pittsburghers
every year.  

All of these things cost money, and that�s where you come in.
The ENEC is in dire need of operational support.  Your
generous contribution will enable us to provide the training and
encouragement necessary to build a strong workforce for the
region.  With your help, we can provide the residents of the
East End with valuable employment skills and opportunities. 

More than that, we can instill in our residents, especially the
young, a desire not merely for employment, but for

advancement.  Working with community organizations and
employers, the ENEC strives to build a stronger local
workforce, which benefits everyone.  

Indeed, we strive to create opportunities, develop job skills,
increase employment, stimulate the economy, lower
neighborhood crime and revitalize the City from within.  With
a wealth of resources and potential in our own backyard, the
region�s economy should never rely on outsourcing.  Please
help us put our neighbors to work for us.

Please consider making a donation to the ENEC.  The ENEC is
a non-profit charitable organization, and any donation you
make is tax-deductible.  We are happy to accept your donation
by cash or check.  We greatly value and appreciate your support
in whatever capacity.  

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 412-362-8580.
I would be more than happy to speak with you.  Please help all
of us at the ENEC improve the quality of life for East End
residents.  It cannot happen without you!

****
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T.O.L.A.T.R.
HIGHLAND PARK PREPARATORY ACADEMY

C Founded in 1979, T.O.L.A.T.R. Highland Park Preparatory
Academy is a preparatory school for college.

C A small academy, housed in a stately mansion, T.O.L.A.T.R.
Highland Park Preparatory Academy is able to offer individual
attenetion to each attendee.

C T.O.L.A.T.R. (An acronym for Taylor�s Oral Language Approach to
Reading) Highland Park Preparatory Academy offers a unique
program, which utilzes the basic phonetic and linguistic skills
necessary for reading.

C T.O.L.A.T.R. Highland Park Preparatory Academy is licensed by
the Department of Education for Private Academic Schools, in the
State of Pennsylvania.

C T.O.L.A.T.R. Highland Park Preparatory Academy offers day care
services for children one to five years; and before and after school
services to students in grades Nursery/Kindergarten through Eighth
grade.

HIGHLAND PARK PREPARATORY ACADEMY
Visit our web site(s) at www.readingfundamental.com or www.clpgh.epic.org
For more info. contact: Dr. Carole L. Taylor, Executive Director, (412) 361-7733

Union Project Update
Justin Rothshank

www.unionproject.org <http://www.unionproject.org/

Snowblower Needed
Since we had such a great response to our call for phones
several weeks ago, we thought we¹d try again.  The Union
Project needs a snowblower to continue outdoor maintenance
on the corner of Stanton and Negley.  If you have a working
snowblower you would be willing to donate please contact
Justin@unionproject.org <mailto:Justin@unionproject.org>
or call 412-478-3105.

Volunteer days continue
The Union Project is continuing regular Thursday volunteer
days. We are working at the building from 10 am to 4 pm every
Thursday. Please call or email to confirm that you are coming.
The Union Project now has heat, so you can work in the
warmth!

Volunteers are needed to help clean stained glass this Thursday,
January 27 from 7-9 pm. If you have been curious about how
the stained glass process works, this is your opportunity to get
a taste of the process.  The next Saturday workday will be
January 29 from 10 am to 3 pm.  Groups and individuals are
needed to help clean stained glass, and work throughout the
Union Project.  Please email Justin@unionproject.org
<mailto:Justin@unionproject.org>  if you are interested.

****

Representative Preston gears up for
third consecutive term as committee
chairman

HARRISBURG, Dec. 29 � State Rep. Joe Preston, D-Allegheny,
this week was reappointed Democratic chairman of the House
Consumer Affairs Committee.

The appointment, announced Monday by Minority Leader H.
William DeWeese, marks the third consecutive term that
Preston has served as chairman of the Consumer Affairs
Committee. The committee oversees the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Commission and the Pennsylvania Energy Development
Authority. 

�I thoroughly enjoy working with both sides of the political
aisle to address the needs of consumers and I thank the
Democratic leadership for providing me with the opportunity
to do that,� Preston said. 

�Several monumental bills became law this year, including
House Bill 30. My colleagues, committee and I put countless
hours into this legislation, which is going to establish the most
aggressive, comprehensive broadband network deployment plan
in the United States.�

For the upcoming year, Preston said he�s looking forward to
drafting initiatives to combat spam e-mail and predatory
lending.  

�Internet accessibility has become a priority for millions of
Americans, but many fall prey to spam,� Preston said. �We all
pay for these services and deserve to be protected from
unsolicited e-mails, especially when our children may not know
how to respond when faced with spam.

�My committee and I will also devote much of our time and
efforts to researching predatory lending. Across Pennsylvania
and the United States, people are losing their homes and their
investments because of predatory lenders, appraisers, mortgage
brokers and home improvement contractors who use a number
of sneaky tactics to exploit people.� 

Preston will take the oath of office Jan. 4 for his next term in
the state House. Preston is also the elected treasurer of the
Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus, a Port of Pittsburgh
commissioner, the governor�s representative to the University
of Pittsburgh�s Board of Trustees and vice chairman of the
Allegheny County Democratic Delegation. Preston�s  24th

Legislative District includes most of Wilkinsburg and a portion
of Pittsburgh.

****
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NatureLABcommunity: 
at the nexus of science,
 entrepreneurship, and community.
Sal Wilcox

NatureLABcommunity is officially on its way with $10,000
pledge from a Pennsylvania politician.  This grant will allow us
to build our first greenhouse and import 30 - 36 tons of dirt, as
well as all the seeds, tables, benches, and pots for the
greenhouse.  In short, we have what we need to make a
noticeable difference in Uptown.  We hope you�ll join us in
transforming this space into an asset for all Pittsburgh
communities.  You can support our effort by volunteering,
making a cash donation, or buying a brick.  See below for
complete information.  Feel free to contact us at 412.363.7707
for more information.

Background
Education Innovations, Inc. is working to turn a 26,000 square
foot vacant lot in Uptown into a premier regional science
classroom called NatureLABcommunity.  Hosting children K-12
on a year-round basis for science activities during-school, after
schoo l ,  weekends ,  and during the  summer ,
NatureLABcommunity will also be a center for
entrepreneurship incubation, workforce development, and
community gathering.  NatureLABcommunity will feature 2
greenhouses, a learning pavilion walled with reused shipping
container classrooms, a performance space, and a working
mini-farm.  Keep a look out for Marie�s pumpkin patch next
fall.

We look forward to breaking ground in late spring as we
construct the first greenhouse, as well as import 30 tons of soil
to get the site ready for its first growing season.  We will host
25 low-income students this summer for an 8-week summer
camp focused on energy - its forms, sources, uses, and
implications to humans and the environment.  We will also
accommodate 25 non-scholarship students from all over
Allegheny County.  Students will animate the existing flower
mural with solar energy, build a water entrapment system for
irrigation, and work on a plan to make the NatureLAB 75%
solar energy dependent.  NatureLABcommunity will also host
Saturday gatherings that will feature music, science activities,
and the food grown on-site.
 
Request for Proposals/Volunteers
� We are looking for several volunteers/bids for aspects of

our NatureLABcommunity project to get ready for summer
learning:

� Bricklayer - to install a brick patio and walkways
� Brick Inscriber -  to inscribe 200 to 300 bricks
� Excavator -  to level ground for construction of greenhouse
� Brick Seller - make NatureLAB a reality by purchasing a

brick and selling a brick to a friend or family member.  
� Dietician - to partner with us on a General Mills grant

proposal
Volunteer Opportunities
� Data Entry:  Compile a 2,000 strong mailing list to be used

in conjunction with a fundraiser with the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra.  This concert will feature Dionne

Warwick.  Education Innovations, Inc. gets 100% of all the
profits from the tickets we sell!  We�ll host a ticket
purchase event at Tazza D�oro soon.

� NatureLAB Lemonade Crew:  Raise awareness and money
for NatureLABcommunity by selling fresh lemonade at
community festivals this summer.  We may also have the
opportunity to sell lemonade on Saturdays in the Strip
District.  Volunteer one or more times per month.

� Garden Crew.  Join us on Saturdays starting in June.  You�ll
get your hands dirty with planting, weeding, and
harvesting.  Other activities may include assisting children
with science experiments, establishing the site as a farmers�
market, or preparing food for sale during activities.  If
you�re a musician, let us know if you�d like to volunteer a
community concert.

BUY A BRICK! - SHARE THE VISION!
If you are interested in purchasing a brick for this innovative
regional science learning lab, contact Christopher Seymour,
Corporate Relations Manager at 412.363.7707.  For more
information about NatureLABcommunity (or to print out a
brick form), please visit www.educationinnovations.org

****

Preston: New computer scam of
�modem hijacking� on the rise
House Democratic Consumer Affairs Committee Chairman
Joseph Preston said that according to the Federal Trade
Commission, modem hijacking through Internet pop-up ads is
on the rise.   

Specifically, Preston said the theft targets dial-up Internet users,
but broadband users who have a telephone line connected to
their modem are also vulnerable. 

�This scam begins when a consumer clicks on a pop-up ad that
promises free entertainment,� Preston said. �In some cases,
these are very deceitful ads � if you click �yes� or �I agree,� the
response triggers a software download to your computer which
will then automatically dial international phone numbers at
random times.� 

Preston said the following actions can be taken to prevent
modem theft:

Request an international block from your phone company.
Disconnect your telephone line when your modem is not in use.
Before answering online ad questions, carefully read the offer�s
terms and conditions.

�It�s woefully unfair for a consumer to get slammed with a
phone bill for thousands of dollars, but by taking these
precautions, you can avoid modem hijacking,� he said. 

If you have fallen prey to modem theft, you may file an online
complaint with the Federal Trade Commission by visiting
www.ftc.gov.
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Daniel J. Landis
Sales Associate
�I Make House Calls�

Prudential
Preferred Realty
5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Bus 412 521-5500 Res 412 421-5138
Fax 412 521-4854 Pager 412 380-8490
E-mail danlandis@prudentialpreferred.com

An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Pia Colucci
REALTOR
pcolucci@prudentialpreferred.com

Prudential
Preferred Realty
5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Bus 412 521-5500 x210
Hm 412 681-4110 Cell 412 600-7316

An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.



HIGHLAND PARK
COMMUNITY CLUB, INC.

P.O. Box 5036
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Return Service Requested

TIME VALUE

February CALENDAR

February 2 Ground Hog Day - the end of winter may be in sight!!

February 8 Tuesday Musical Club Program, St. Andrew�s, 12:30 P.M.

February 8 Shrove Tuesday Pancakes, St. Andrew�s, 5:30 - 6:45 P.M., Free Will Contribution

February 12 HPCC Holiday Party, Home of Kelly Meade, 7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

February 17 Hpcc Meeting, St. Andrew�s, 7:30 P.M.


